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TECHNICAL DOCUMENT

There have been several inquiries as to how the newest version of the UFC 4-010-01 guide specification affects our blast 
product qualification for specific projects. Unfortunately there is not a quick answer to this.

The UFC 4-010-01 2012 revision was released this year in January. It is currently appearing in some blast specifications 
or is being requested for compliance even though the specifications are referring to the 2007 revision. When this occurs, 
determining if we comply may not be as simple of a task as it was in the past.

The 2012 revision of the UFC has a substantially different approach in regards to setting the stand off distance. There 
are several factors that are involved that would require information on the project that may not always be listed in the 
specifications.

•	 The first item needed would be the Level of Protection that they are classifying the structure under. This comes from 
Table 2-1 that describes each level from “Below AT Standards” to “High” Level of Protection (LOP).

•	 Once this is designated, then the project needs to be identified as a “Controlled Perimeter” or “Uncontrolled Perimeter”.
•	 Once the perimeter is identified, then the building has to be classified as a “Billeted/Housing”, “Inhabited”, or a “Primary 

Gathering”.
•	 When the building designation is identified then, in combination with the LOP, Table B-1 can be used to identify the 

charge weight for the project and the stand off distance category depending on if the walls are load bearing or non-load 
bearing.

•	 Table B-2 is then used to find the stand off distance using the alphabetical letter under the wall loading column just 
identified in Table B-1. Table B-2 requires the wall construction of the building to be identified and the using the letter 
designation from the wall loading columns of Table B-1 corresponding to the lettered Columns in Table B-2, the standoff 
distance can be attained.

This is process is more complex than the previous revision (2007) where the choices for standoff distance were very limited. 
If you encounter a project like this, you should consult Tom Haines or me for help in this matter. We will need this additional 
information described above in order to identify what is needed on the project so please locate the information in the specs, 
architectural drawings, and/or from the architect/Engineer/GC.

The referenced tables are attached.
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